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Sustainability Initiatives Launch Welcome
John M. Dunn
Jan. 27, 2010
• Thank you, Harold. Good afternoon. I'm pleased to be here with what has become
my favorite lunch crowd. There's no more appropriate place to talk about
sustainability--recycling and saving energy--than right here in the middle of a
student crowd.
•As president of Western Michigan University, some of my most intense sense of
pride revolves a around the dedication of the WMU campus community to the
principles of sustainability.
• Our students, faculty and staff together have built a powerful respect for place and
commitment to our environment. Our campus is second to none in this area. One of
the reasons we do so well on this front is that we recognize that there's always more
that can be done in our determination to create a culture of sustainability. The more
that we can reduce waste and enhance efficiency, the better able we will be to hold
the line on costs and conserve resources for the future.
• I've long said that sustainability is a critical part of building a healthy university.
Our future as a healthy organization will be dependent on our ability to keep our
focus on
• Sustainability,
• Diversity, and
• Enhancing our Strength and Health.
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• Our commitment is to build a healthy university and to empower our students to
take the knowledge and sustainability habits they've learned here with them and
continue that work in their home communities in the future.
• That's what today is all about. We're launching two initiatives
-RecycleMania--a nationwide recycling competition among more than 350
colleges and universities. This is the eighth year WMU
-Ecothon--the on-campus competition to see which residence hall can save the
most energy from Feb. 1-28.
• You'll hear the details of these competitions in a moment. Both are designed to
empower students to conserve energy, boost recycling, reduce WMU's carbon
footprint and help us cut costs and keep the cost of higher education as low as
possible--serious stuff.
• But these two initiatives are an opportunity to have fun and hone that sense of
competiveness we all enjoy. I'm personally looking forward to congratulating the
residence hall community that wins the competition. Go Broncos!
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